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Oral Traditions and their Legal Status in Judaism:
An Analytical study
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Abstract

Judaism is the oldest religion in the Semitic religions and its
adherents in every age have tried to preserve their identity as well as their
teachings to some extent but the circulation of the day has left its mark
on these teachings. The Jews considered Old Testament to be the word of
God. The Jewish scholars have also developed its variants which are
considered as reliable and authoritative among them. These variants
were developed gradually in different periods of Jewish history. The first
variant was called Mishna while the second was called Gemara. The
combination these variants is called Talmud. Initially, the oral law used
to be interpreted freely in the context of a passage from Bible called
Midrash. Midrash is further categorized into Halakah and Haggadah. In
this paper, we have briefed the origin and evolution of Talmud. We have
also discussed its legal status near jews.

Key words: Talmud , Gemara, Mishna, Halakah, Haggadah.
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"Midrash derives from the verb darash 'to seek, ask "
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"The term "mishnah” is used in a number of different ways but when used as a

proper noun (“the Mishnah") it designates the collection of rabbinic traditions
redacted by Rabbi Judah ha-Nasi. at the beginning of the third century CE. The
Mishnah supplements, complements, clarifies and systematizes the commandments

of the Torah1 h
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"Judah Ha-Nasi (the Prince), also known simply as “the rabbi,” was the political and
spiritual leader of the Jews of his era. He is best known for compiling the final
version of the Mishnah, the oral traditions developed by the Tannaim, and commit-

n

ting it to Writing13
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“The Gemara, A rabbinical commentary on the Mishnah, forming the second part of

the Talmud”16
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"The Talmud is a collection of ancient Jewish teachings. The written laws of
Judaism are found in the Torah, the first five books of the Hebrew Bible. People in
ancient Israel also followed many oral,or unwritten teachings. Jewish leaders, called
rabbis, eventually wrote down those oral laws and traditions. They also added their

own comments. 20,
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"Talmudic literature developed after the fall of the Second Temple of Jerusalem (AD

70).Rabbinic Judaism is centered on study of the Talmud and debate about the legal
and theological issues it raises. Its mode of worship and life discipline continue to be

practiced by Jews Worldwide”25
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"In Judaisam, the systematic amplification and analysis of passages of the

Mishna, the Gemara, and other oral law is called Talmud27'
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" The Talmud is an extended, multivolume elaboration of selected tractates of the
Mishnah but it must be emphasized that the contents of the Talmud go far beyond its

ostensible base”
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"Two Talmuds exist, produced by two different groups of Jewish scholars: the
Babylonian Talmud (c. AD 600) and the Palestinian Talmud (c. AD 400). The

Babylonian Talmud is more extensive and thus more highly esteemed33"
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